“In Search of a New Balance”

Six Contemporary Art Perspectives in the Austrian Pavilion at EXPO 2025, Osaka

Peaceful orders, international alliances, societies, and the relationships between people and
nature — and between people themselves — are often held together by delicate balance. In
today’s world, many of these systems are out of sync: people are displaced, the environment
is suffering, and equilibrium is lost.

The six artworks presented here, created with connections to Austria (and one to
Liechtenstein), also reflect links to many parts of the world. Each piece explores disruption
— and what follows in its wake. Human actions are often at the root of the imbalance, yet all
the works express a shared longing: a desire to restore dignity, connection, and harmony.

Each month, one of these works takes center stage. It will be shown at the following fixed
times in the 3D HOLOBOX at the Austrian Pavilion at EXPO 2025:
10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 14:00, 16:00, 17:00, 18:00, 20:00, 21:00, 21:30
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MAY/JUNE: ,INTERBEING“ (2025)
Kay Walkowiak. In collaboration with Andreas Wesle & Natalia Dominguez Rangel
4K Video, 15’ 15”’, color, sound, 16:9

Interbeing is a performance film based on the idea of psychophysical networking and a
relational understanding of the nature-human constellation. Filmed in the untouched nature
of Yakushima, eight individual choreographies of a single human body unfold in eight
different locations in dialogue with the specific nature of the surroundings. In the meditative
slowness of decelerated movements and extended phases of seemingly motionless rest, a
scenario of supreme presence emerges: The quality of connections becomes the all-
encompassing reality.

The film’s starting point is the realisation anchored in Shinto and Zen Buddhist philosophy
that our body and our planet are not contradictory entities, but are instead a living network
of relationships: an interplay of the most divergent constellations of coexistence of the most
diverse life forms — human and non-human alike. In this constellation, our body exists in a
sensitive intensity that is both space and form. A human is never separate from its
environment, and must be understood as always being deeply interwoven with it.

This work was created as part of the project “IMAGINE CLIMATE DIGNITY,” a collaboration
between the Austrian Foreign Ministry and the Kiinstlerhaus Wien.
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JUNE/JULY: “SHAKEN GROUNDS, SHIFTING SKIES”

by Nikolaus Gansterer, Mariella Greil, Victor Jaschke, Peter Kozek, Werner Moebius and
Lucie Strecker (2025)

Forthousands of years, sacredsites have beenbuilt in places where people senseda
connection to the inner forces of the Earth. Volcanoes, tectonic rifts, and deep caves speak
of a geological time that stretches far beyond the span of human life. Rituals performed
in these places oftenshapedadifferent sense of time — one that fostered greater
responsibility for the future.

Today, however, these seismically active zones are shaped by new cultural expressions.
Once linked to a multi-layered, sacredviewofthe world, theynowpointto human-made
pressures that stress the Earth’s crust — suchas global warming, melting glaciers, resource
extraction, energy technologies, and waste disposal. Whetherand how these forces
contribute to earthquakes and eruptions is still debated — but they reveal the unsettling
complexity of our ecological crisis.

The artist collective Shaken Groundstraveledtothe seismicedges ofsouthernltaly andtoa
melting glacierinthe Austrian Alps to explore the overlap between natural seismic activity
and human-driven environmental destruction. Their research unfolds through a network of
artistic experiments.

This work was developed as part of the project imagineclimatedignity,acollaboration
between the Austrian Ministry for European and International Affairs and Kiinstlerhaus
Vienna. Shaken Groundsisfunded by the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) and supported by
the Italian Cultural Institute Vienna, Land Tirol Kultur, the University of Applied Arts Vienna,
and its Applied Performance Laboratory (APL).
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JULY/AUGUST: THE WATER CABINET by Hanakam & Schuller (2023-24), 6K
Digital film, 9:16, 4 channels, stereo, color, 6.36 min in continuous loop (single channels
not synchronized)

The Water Cabinet explores one of the most urgent issues of our time: water — a topic
that’s politically, ecologically, and socially charged. The Mediterranean region is already
heavily affected by climate change, with water scarcity becoming a pressing concern.

This four-channel video work by artist duo Hanakam & Schuller unfolds in a series of
audiovisual episodes. Each touches on themes such as labor relations, situated knowledge,
climate fiction (cli-fi), water supply, and micro-ecology. Their collaboration with the Anima
Garden in Marrakech was inspired by their fascination with gardens as spaces where nature
and culture meet — and where stories of migration and colonial history come to the surface.

illustrations: courtesy by the artists



AUGUST/SEPTEMBER: ,,STEPPE SYNANTHROPIES: EXTANT ACROSS CONTINENTS” von Selbi
Jumayeva, Alisa Verbina, Olha Vinichenko (2024)

Steppe Synanthropies: Extant Across Continents is a collaborative project of three Central
Eurasian migrant research artists, who tapped into ornithology, computation, folk, video,
and performance art, to reflect and connect the routes and narratives of people(s) and birds,
whose habitats and life cycles span borders, and continue to be extant in between
continents. The long-distance movements of humans and birds are illuminated through
planetary-scale threads of satellite and cellular signals and intimately stitched into a data
tapestry. However, local contexts and places unfold how our species are interconnected.

Eurasian lapwings have dwelt across the African-Eurasian flyway and the Eurasian continent
for millennia. Anthropogenic climate change has significantly reduced their populations and
numbers, and restructured those species’ routes, stopovers, and relations with humans. For
the critically endangered Sociable Lapwing (Vanellus gregarius), the Kazakh steppe now is
the only place for nesting as it went extinct in Ukraine and China due to intensive conversion
of grasslands into crop land. This bird in particular prefers cattle-grazed grassland pastures,
made possible by nomadic and semi-nomadic pastoralism. The near-threatened Northern
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus), also a ground-nesting wader, known for its fierce anti-predator
behavior, has become a local folklore symbol of a brave home defender. Those
synanthropies reveal an intricate interdependence with rural people, providing a traditional
ecological knowledge case for a paradigm shift in our understanding of the multispecies
climate dignity on the planet.
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SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER: WILLOWS AND POPLARS
by Tetiana Pavliuk (2023)

During a three-month residency at the Turmhaus in Balzers, Liechtenstein, Tetiana Pavliuk
created Willows and Poplars — a multimedia project made up of 13 photo collages, each
accompanied by a personal text.

In the poetry of Ukrainian writer Vasyl Symonenko (b. 1935), larks and poplars are recurring
symbols of Ukrainian identity. Inspired by this imagery, Pavliuk began searching for fellow
Ukrainians who had fled to Liechtenstein following the Russian invasion. She spoke with
thirteen of them, listening to their stories about why they left, how they are living now, and
what they fear or hope for. She also took photographic portraits of each participant.

In the resulting collages, their heads are replaced by willows and poplars. This symbolic
gesture suggests that, despite the uniqueness and complexity of each person’s life, they are
connected — part of a shared identity rooted in memory, loss, and resilience.

This project was realized in cooperation with the Cultural Office of the Principality of
Liechtenstein and the Artists-Solidarity-Programme Europe (ASoP).
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